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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

ESSEX, ss.

SUPERIOR COURT

caNo. 9411 (v 01 0775

JOSEPH P. CURRAN,

Plaintiff,

V.

SIDEPRIZE LLC a/k/a PERFORMANCE
PREDICTIONS LLC d/b/a PRIZEPICKS,
UNDERDOG SPORTS, LLC d/b/a
UNDERDOG FANTASY, and YAHOO
FANTASY SPORTS LLC

Defendants.

COMPLAINT AND DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

Plaintiff Joseph P. Curran (“Mr. Curran” or “Plaintiff”), by his undersigned counsel and

for his complaint against Defendants SidePrize LLC a/k/a Performance Predictions LLC d/b/a

PrizePicks (“PrizePicks”), Underdog Sports

, LLC d/b/a Underdog Fantasy (“Underdog”), and

Yahoo Fantasy Sports LLC (*“Yahoo™) (col

ectively, “Defendants™), avers as follows:

INTRODUCTION

1. This is an action under Ma

ss. Gen. Laws ch. 137, § 1 for recovery of monies

wagered with Defendants, even though Defendants intentionally refrained from registering with

Massachusetts to be able to accept such wagers.

2, As set forth below, Defendagts have violated Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 137, § 1 by,

inter alia, falsely holding themselves out in Massachusetts as “Daily Fantasy Sports” operators. In
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actuality, while Defendants may have some offerings which are considered Daily Fantasy Sports,
until March 2024 (and possibly beyond), they also offered sports wagers. However, Defendants
offered énd accepted sports wagers in Massachusetts illegally because they were never registered
in Massachusetts as entities that can accept such bets. Entities like FanDuel and DraftKings
similarly offer Daily Fantasy Sports and sports wagers. However, the difference between these
entities and Defendants is that both FanDuel and DraftKings are legally registered to offer both
products in Massachusetts. Defendants, in contrast, are licensed only to offer Daily Fantasy Sports.

3. Up until at least March 8, 2024, Defendants offered so-called “prop bets” or “pick
‘em” bets (collectively, “illegal bets”) in Massachusetts without being properly registered to do
so. A “prop bet” (derived from proposition|bet), is a type of wager on a part of a sporting contest
or event that may have nothing to do with the final outcome. An example of a prop bet might be a
bet on which a player will score the first basket in a basketball game. Often, multiple prop bets can
be combined into a single bet known as a “parlay.” In a parlay, the bettor needs to win each piece
of a parlay bet in order to prevail in the bet. If the bettor loses any aspect of the parlay bet, the
bettor loses the entire bet. Because the probabilities of winning each and every bet in a parlay are
lower than with respect to winning a single bet, the parlay bet will pay out substantially more if

the bettor is successful.

4. Regardless of whether the bettor places a single prop bet or parlay bet, if the bettor

wins, Defendants would pay the bettor acco
Defendants or the “house” according to the

(i.e., Defendants), and are not peer-to-peer |

3197.000/2085046.2

rding to the bet. If the bettor lost, the bettor would owe
bet. These bets are between the bettor and the house

ike fantasy sports.
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5. Until approximately March

illegal bets in Massachusetts, sometimes in the form of a parlay, and sometimes on individual

propositions.

6. Defendants collectively derived over $10 million per month in total illegal

gambling proceeds. On or about March 6

offering the illegal bets in Massachusetts pursuant to an apparent settlement with the

Massachusetts Attorney General (“Massach
still be offering illegal bets in Massachusett
7. Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 137, §

Section 1: Recovery of money or
limitation period

Whoever, by playing at cards, dice
hands of those gaming, except
establishments pursuant to Chapter
to Chapter 23N, loses to a person s
or delivers the same or any part ther
money or other thing of value to anc
policy or pool ticket, certificate, ch
of drawing or obtaining any mone}
policy game, pool or combination,
value of such goods in contract; an
loss, payment or delivery, without
effect, any other person may sue fo

w

1 provides as follows:

- goods lost at gaming or sports wagering;

or other game, or by betting on the sides or
for gaming conducted in license gaming
23K or sports wagering conducted pursuant
o playing or betting money or goods, and pays
reof to the winner, or whoever pays or delivers
ther person for or in consideration of a lottery,
eck or slip, or for in consideration of a chance
v, prize or other thing of value in a lottery or
or other bet, may recover such money or the
d if he does not within three months after such
rovin or collusion, prosecute such action with
r and recover in tort treble the value thereof.

(Emphasis added.)

8. Chapter 23N of the Massachusetts General Laws, referenced in the statute above,

contains a number of statutes concerning
These statutes include a requirement that ar

Massachusetts. The statutes define “Sports

3197.000/2085046.2

Wagering” as follows:

6, 2024 (and possibly beyond), Defendants offered

, 2024, Defendants PrizePicks and Underdog ceased

usetts AG™). Upon information and belief, Yahoo may

the authorization and regulation of sports wagering.

1yone who accepts a sports wager must be licensed by
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“Sports wagering,” the business of accepting wagers on sporting events or portions

of sporting events, other events, the

individual performance statistics of athletes in

a sporting event or other events or alcombination of any of the same by any system
or method of wagering approved by the commission including, but not limited to,
mobile applications and other digital platforms; provided, that sports wagering shall

not include the acceptance of any
performance of an individual athl

wager: (i) with an outcome dependent on the
ete in any collegiate sport or athletic event,

including, but not limited, to in-game or in-play wagers; (ii) on a high school or
youth sporting event; (iii) on injuries, penalties, player discipline or replay review;
and provided further, that sports wagering shall not include fantasy contests as
defined in section 11M1/2 of chapter 12. Sports wagering shall include, but shall
not be limited to, single-game bets, teaser bets, parlays, over-under, moneyline,

pools, exchange wagering, in-gam
straight bets.

e wagering, in-play bets, proposition bets and

Mass. Gen. Laws, ch. 23N, § 3 (emphasis added).

9. According to the Massachusetts Gaming Commission, Chapter 23N of

Massachusetts General Laws creates thre

c types of sports wagering licenses: Category 1 for

licensed casinos; Category 2 for racetracks and/or simulcast centers; and Category 3 for

online/mobile operators.! Further, a licensed operator under Chapter 23N is, “required to follow

protections and responsible gaming progra:

 Massachusetts law, the regulations promulgated by the MGC, and maintain significant consumer

ms. Additionally, licensed operators are taxed at 15%

(retail) and 20% (online) of their gross sports wagering revenue — these funds are distributed to

specific state funds according to MGL Chapter 23N.”? At no time did Defendants register for or

hold any license under Chapter 23N.

10.  Defendants’ illegal bets are ¢

Sports Wagering” within the meaning of Chapter 23N,

Section Three. Defendants, however, at all relevant times, did not possess a Massachusetts license

to engage in Sports Wagering.

! MASSACHUSETTS GAMING COMMISSION, https://massgaming.com/about/sports-wagering-in-

massachusetts/sports-wagering-licensees/ (1
2 Id.

3197.000/2085046.2

ast visited on Oct. 16, 2024).
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11.

Massachusetts statutes must be followed, not ignored. And in the case of Mass.

Gen. Laws ch. 23N, the statutory scheme exists to protect Massachusetts consumers from

unscrupulous persons who accept Massachusetts residents hard-earned money but then seek to

skirt the regulatory oversight of the State. F

of valuable license fees and tax revenue. In

urther, those who accept bets illegally, deprive the state

bringing this suit, Plaintiff seeks to protect the interests

of Massachusetts residents by holding Defendants accountable for their willful disregard of

Massachusetts law.

12.

Upon information and belief,

, there are one or more persons having colorable claims

against Defendants under Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 137, § 1 who have not sought recovery within the

designated three-month time period as defi
13. Pursuant to Mass. Gen. Law

paid or delivered to Defendants in connec

ned by the statute.
s ch. 137, § 1, Mr. Curran seeks the recovery of monies,

tion with the aforementioned illegal bets. Mr. Curran

further seeks to recover treble the value of said monies as provided by the statute.

THE PARTIES

14.

Plaintiff is an individual residing in Gloucester, Massachusetts. On occasion,

Plaintiff engages in online betting activity through websites and apps that are legally registered to

accept such wagers in Massachusetts. As

ensuring that companies that offer sports

a Massachusetts resident, Plaintiff has an interest in

wagering, properly register with the state, pay the

appropriate taxes and fees associated with wagering, and be subject to oversight by the state that

licensed wagering platforms receive. Plaintiff has agreed to donate 100% of his recovery in this

action to a charitable cause.
15.

company with a principal place of business

Upon information and belief, Defendant PrizePicks is a Georgia limited liability

at 1230 Peachtree Street, NE, Suite 2800 Atlanta, GA

30309. At all relevant times hereto, PrizePicks was in the business of offering and selling on-line

3197.000/2085046.2
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wagering services to consumers throughou
locations.
16.
company with a principal place of business
relevant times hereto, Underdog was in tk
sprvices to consumers throughout the Comn
17.  Upon information and belic
company with a principal place of business a
tjmes hereto, Yahoo was in the business

consumers throughout the Commonwealth

JURISDIC

t the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, among other

Upon information and belief, Defendant Underdog is a Delaware limited liability

at 150 Waterbury St. F1 2, Brooklyn, NY 11206. At all
1e business of offering and selling on-line wagering
nonwealth of Massachusetts, among other locations.

>f, Defendant Yahoo is a Delaware limited liability
it 701 First Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94089. At all relevant

of offering and selling on-line wagering services to

of Massachusetts, among other locations.

TION AND VENUE

18.  Plaintiff repeats and re-alleg

19.

es the allegations set forth above.

This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendants because, at all times relevant

hereto, Defendants were registered in Massachusetts as a Fantasy Sports Operator, thereby

purposefully availing themselves of the pri
thus invoking the benefits and protections

subject to personal jurisdiction in Massa

vilege of conducting activities within Massachusetts,
of Massachusetts’ laws. In addition, Defendants are

chusetts by virtue of their transactions, marketing,

advertising, and/or conducting trade/business throughout the Commonwealth at all times relevant

hereto.

20.  This Court has jurisdiction

damages exceed $25,000.00.

21. Venue in this matter is p

over the claims contained because the claims for

roper as Plaintiff is a resident of Essex County,

Massachusetts. Furthermore, Defendants offered illegal bets throughout Massachusetts, including

in Essex County.

3197.000/2085046.2
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22,
137, § 1, which provides that if a person h

months after such loss, payment or delivery

Mr. Curran has standing to bring this action as plaintiff under Mass. Gen. Laws ch.

aving a claim under the statute “‘does not within three

, without covin or collusion, prosecute such action with

effect, any other person may sue for and recover in tort treble the value thereof.” (Emphasis

added.)
FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS
23.  Plaintiff repeats and re-alleges the allegations set forth above.
24. Upon information and belief, at all relevant times hereto, Defendants have been

registered in Massachusetts as Fantasy Spo
25.  Defendants’ respective regi
did not permit them to advertise and accep
26.  Defendants accepted illegal
a period of time that are yet to be determin:
27.
Defendants for engaging in illegal wagerin
28. In July 2023, the Wyon
Underdog’s sports offerings fall under the
Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 9-24-101(a)(xii), and that
laws found in Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 6-7-101

Online Sports Wagering Rules Chapters 1

rts Operators. See, e.g., Exs. A-D.

strations in Massachusetts as Fantasy Sports Operators
 the illegal bets that are the subject of this lawsuit.
bets from Massachusetts consumers in amounts and for

ed, despite not being registered to do so.

Regulators in numerous states, including Massachusetts, have taken action against

g without being registered to do so in such states.

ning Gaming Commission (“WGC”) alleged that
“exact definition” of “sports wagering” as defined in
Underdog’s offerings may violate Wyoming gambling
through 104, §§ 9-24-101 through 106, and WGC'’s

through 9. The Wyoming Gaming Commission stated

that Underdog will “need to obtain an Online Sports Wagering Operator license from the Wyoming

Gaming Commission.” And, if Underdogs

need comply with the conditions set forth i

3197.000/2085046.2

wishes to “truly offer fantasy sports contests, [it] will

n Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 9-24-101(a)(iv).”
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29. In September 2023, the Florida Gaming Commission sent cease and desist letters

to Defendants and other entities. The letters allege that the Florida Gaming Commission (“FGC”)
has become aware that Defendants may be engaged in offering or accepting illegal bets or wagers
from Florida residents, and that Defendants may also be promoting and conducting an illegal
lottery. The letter further states that “under Florida law, betting or wagering on the result of
contests of skill, such as sports betting, including fantasy sports be&ing, is strictly prohibited and

constitutes a felony offense unless such activity is otherwise exempted by statute.” Gambling in

Florida can only be done by compact. Tllegal
that the recipient cease and desist from offe

30.  Itis believed that regulators
North Carolina and Arizona, and possibly o

31. Further, in 2024, PrizePicks
York State Gaming Commission for offer
November 2019 through November 2023. F

32.  InFebruary 2024, the Massa
illegal wagering platforms which were offer
cease and desist letters to these companies,
offers or recently offered to Massachusett
wherein the Massachusetts consumer selects
predicted outcome in their respective indiv
predicts the outcomes for each of the indi

amount calculated based on the amount of m

one of the predictions in the lineup are inco

3197.000/2085046.2

wagering also constitutes a felony. The letter demands
ring bets or wagers from residents of the state.

in other states such as Kansas, Mississippi, Arkansas,
thers, are also investigating Defendants.

also reached a $15 million settlement with the New
ing illegal bets in New York state during the period
rizePicks no longer offers illegal bets in New York.
chusetts Attorney General began an investigation into
ing illegal bets. At that time, the Attorney General sent
including Yahoo. Such letters stated, “Your company
S consumers wagers referred to as ‘pick’em’ games,
a combination of individual players and each player’s
idual games. If the Massachusetts consumer correctly
vidual players in their lineup, the consumer wins an
1oney they wagered. The consumer does not win if any

rrect.”
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33.

These cease and desist letters also stated:

This type of wager is a parlay. The Gaming Labs International Standards for Event

Wagering Systems, GLI-33, wh

ch is incorporated by reference into the

Massachusetts Gaming Commission’s regulations for Sports Wagering Equipment,
205 Code Mass. Regs. 243, define a parlay as ‘[a] single wager that links together
two or more individual wagers and is dependent on all of those wagers winning

together.” Such parlays are expressl
set forth in G.L. c. 23N, § 3. Beca

included in the definition of ‘sports wagering’
se ‘pick’em’ games are sports wagering, they

are not ‘fantasy contests’ as that term is defined in G.L. c. 12, § 11M1/2.?

34,  Attorney General Campbell

further stated that, “[iJn Massachusetts, we have laws

on the books that demand safe and responsible conduct from gaming operators, and when those

laws are ignored, my office will not hesit

ate to enforce them as a matter of public health and

consumet protection. I want to thank the MGC for their partnership in prioritizing these matters.”

Id. At the same time, the Chair of the Massachusetts Gaming Commission, Cathy Judd-Stein,

stated that: “[t]o ensure a safe, legal and

regulated sports wagering market, every operator in

Massachusetts must play by the same rules. The Attorney General is a critical partner in these

efforts as the MGC implements its regulations and takes action to disrupt and eradicate illegal

sports wagering in the Commonwealth. We thank Attorney General Campbell for her leadership

and partnership.” Id.

35. Defendants PrizePicks and

Underdog did not receive cease and desist letters

because before such letters were issued, Defendants PrizePicks and Underdog voluntarily agreed

to cease and desist from offering such illegal bets in Massachusetts. For example, on or about

March 4, 2024, PrizePicks stated: “Prize

Massachusetts to offer our peer-to-peer

3 Jessica Welman, Massachusets AG sends
state, SBCAMERICAS (Feb. 28, 2024), https
fantasy-sports-ag-letter/.

3197.000/2085046.2

Picks has reached an agreement with regulators in

Arena game starting March 8th.” A PrizePicks

C&Ds to several licensed fantasy operators in the
://sbcamericas.com/2024/02/28/massachusetts-
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spokesperson said: “We appreciate the Massachusetts regulators’ willingness to work with us to

make sure PrizePicks’ members and fantas
contests.”
36. Further, in late February
government affairs and partnerships, releas
of illegal wagering in Massachusetts: “In ¢
office, we’ve moved to our peer-to-peer pi

37.

During the relevant period,

wagers of any kind in Massachusetts.

y sports fans have no interruptions in their access to our

2024, Stacie Stern, Underdog’s vice president of
ed a similar statement regarding its voluntary cessation
onsultation with the Massachusetts Attorney General’s
ck’em product in Massachusetts.”

Defendants have not been registered to accept sports

ccording to the Massachusetts Gaming Commission

website, PrizePicks and Yahoo have never applied for a gaming license in Massachusetts.

Defendant Underdog, however, did submit a “Scoping Survey” document in connection with a

potential license application for a Category 3 wagering license.® The Massachusetts Gaming

Commission states that a Scoping Survey is for informational purposes to aid the Commission in

projecting the number of applicants for Sports Wagering Operator Licenses.” It is not, however, a

license application to accept sports wagers.

up a separate subsidiary called Underdog S

In connection with the Scoping Survey, Underdog set

ports Wagering LLC, which was to be a wholly-owned

* Brad Senkiw, PrizePicks Reaches Deal with Massachusetts Regulators to Alter DFS Offerings,

COVERS (Mar. 4, 2024, 9:40 A.M.), https
with-massachusetts-regulators-to-alter-dfs-

> Mike Mazzeo, Massachusetts AG Cracks
Companies, LEGAL SPORTS REPORT (Feb. 2

/Iwww.covers.com/industry/prize-picks-reaches-deal-
offerings-march-4-2024.

\Down On Multiple Fantasy Sports Pick’em
7,2024),

https://www.legalsportsreport.com/168603/massachusetts-ag-cracks-down-on-multiple-fantasy-

sports-pickem-companies.

 MASSACHUSETTS GAMING COMMISSION, hittps://massgaming.com/wp-

content/uploads/Underdog-redacted-1.pdf (

7 MASSACHUSETTS GAMING COMMISSIO!
massachusetts/forms/prospective-operators-

3197.000/2085046.2

last visited Oct. 16, 2024).

N, https://massgaming.com/about/sports-wagering-in-
-submitted-materials/ (last visited Oct. 16, 2024).
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subsidiary of Underdog Sports Holdings,

Underdog Sports Wagering LL.C also appli

Inc. and a sister company to Defendant Underdog.

ed for sports wagering licenses in Colorado and Ohio

as well.
COUNT 1
Violation of Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 137,§ 1
38.  Plaintiff repeats and re-alleges the allegations set forth above.
39. At all relevant times hereto, Defendants have been registered in Massachusetts as

Fantasy Sports Operators.
40. At all relevant times hereto,
Sports Operators did not permit them to ady
41.
Massachusetts General Law to accept wa
contests.
42.  Defendants accepted illegal |
for a period of time that are yet to be detern
43.  Because Defendants were n
such bets taken by Defendants were illegal
44.  Defendants have violated M
without properly registering with Massachu
‘ 45.  One or more persons lost ma
that those persons placed with Defendants.
46.

Based on information and be

months of placing such bets to recover the

3197.000/2085046.2

Defendants’ registrations in Massachusetts as Fantasy

rertise and take the illegal bets described herein.

At no time did Defendants hold any license under Chapter 23N of the

gers on entire sports contests or portions of sports

bets from Massachusetts consumers, in an amount and
nined, despite not being registered to do so.

ot properly registered to take illegal bets, any and all
gaming activity under Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 137, § 1.
ass. Gen. Laws ch. 137, § 1 by accepting illegal bets
setts as entities that can accept such bets.

ney to Defendants in connection with such illegal bets

lief, no such persons have come forward within three

monies paid or delivered to Defendants in connection

11
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with the illegal bets. Therefore, under Mass
suit against Defendants to recover such mo

47.  Asadirect and proximate re

Gen. Laws ch. 137, § 1, Plaintiff is authorized to bring
nies paid or delivered to Defendants.

sult of Defendants’ violations of Mass. Gen. Laws ch.

137, § 1, Plaintiff is entitled to recover treble the value of all monies wagered by Massachusetts

consumers as a result of the illegal bets.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests that this Court enter Judgment against

Defendants for their violations of Mass. Ge
Gen. Laws ch. 137, § 1 to Plaintiff, and tha

PRAYE

n. Laws ch. 137, § 1 and award damages under Mass.
t the Court add thereto costs and attorneys’ fees.

RS FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays thatl
A. Enter judgment that Defend:
B. Award Plaintiff all monies t
including, without limitation, recovery of tx
a result of the illegal bets.

C. Grant such other and further

JUF

the Court:
nts violated Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 137, § 1.
o which he proves himself entitled against Defendants,

eble the value of all monies wagered by consumers as

relief as the Court deems just and appropriate.

Y DEMAND

Plaintiff hereby demands trial by ju

3197.000/2085046.2

'y on all claims and issues so triable.

12
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Dated: October 17, 2024

3197.000/2085046.2
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Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Andrew C. Ryan

Andrew C. Ryan (BBO 636622)
aryan@bartkolaw.com

257 Captain Road

Longmeadow, Massachusetts 01106

and

BARTKOLLP

1100 Sansome Street

San Francisco, California 94111
Telephone: (415) 956-1900
Facsimile: (415) 956-1152

Jason A. Zweig (pro hac vice to be filed)

Jjzweig@bartkolaw.com
BARTKO LLP
One South Wacker Drive, Suite 3600
Chicago, Illinois 60606
Telephone: (415) 956-1900
Facsimile: (415)956-1152

Attorneys for Plaintiff
Joseph P. Curran
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Betting News (/betting-news) How to Bet (/guides)  Sportsbook Reviews (/betting) ~ Podcasts (/podcasts)  Covers )\

q4C
PrizePicks Reaches Deal with Massachusetts Regulators to
Alter DFS Offerings

Daily Fantasy Sports operator to switch to peer-to-peer Arena game in Old Bay State starting
March 8.

l;:‘g . Brad Senkiw (/writers/brad-senkiw)  News Editor
2 Mar4,2024 « 09:40 ET * 4 min-read

Photo By - USA TODAY Sports

Massachusetts is the latest U.S. state to crack dawn on daily fantasy sports operators.

PrizePicks confirmed to Covers that the Old Bay State is no longer allowing the DFS site to offer fee-based
pick'em-style games. The company is instead switching to its latest product this week.

P

“PrizePicks has reached an agreement with regulators in Massachusetts to offer our peer-to-peer Arena
game starting March 8th,” a PrizePicks spokeslperson said. “We appreciate the Massachusetts
regulators' willingness to work with us to make sure PrizePicks’ members and fantasy sports fans have
no interruptions in their access to our contests."
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Under fire

The Massachusetts Attorney General's Office sent| cease-and-desist letters to 10 DFS operators this month.

PeizeRicks Wag Ak ANRSfdnem assng SorRANLENd OGS AR E08EAYRSY Gk ASANLY e Qkes
—.Rav_State ha ir_ i racti _—
4 G5 ' 3 o ' B

PrizePicks has had a rough couple of weeks. It palised offerings in Florida

(https://www.covers.com/industry/prize-picks-pauses-florida-business-2024) on Friday after receiving a

cease-and-desist letter. Regulators determined PrizePicks was operating illegally in the Sunshine State and

mimicking sportsbooks with its prop-style pick ga

PrizePicks also reached a $15 million settlement (f;

mnes.

ittps://www.covers.com/industry/dfs-operator-prize-picks-

reportedly-reaches—settlement—with-new—york—re

ulators-feb-14-2024) with New York regulators after

illegally operating in the Empire State. PrizePicks s

aid it is aiming to become licensed in the massive New York

market, hence the settlement.

Changing the game

Much like Massachusetts' sports betting (https://www.covers.com/betting/usa/massachusetts) approach,

regulators in Michigan, Arkansas, and Kansas havé also taken action to curb DFS sites from doing business.

That's why PrizePicks created a peer-to-peer game that allows users to compete for prizes by matching them

based on experience level, number of entries, and| selected entry fee.

PrizePicks first launched the product in Tennessee, Alabama, West Virginia, and Wyoming.

Pages related to this topic

[ Best Betting Sites US (https://www.covers.com/betting) y [ Michigan Sportsbook (https://www.covers.com/betting/usa/michigan)

States With Legal Sports Betting {https://www.covers.com/betting/usa/legal-sports-betting) ’

Online Sports Betting In Massachusetts (https://www.covers.com/betting/usa/massachusetts) ’

Michigan Oniine Casinos (https://www.covers.com/casino/usa/michigan)

Best Michigan Sportsbook Promotions (https://www.covers.com/betting/bonuses/michigan-best-bonuses-promo-codes)

Massachusetts sportsbook promo codes and bonuses (https://

vww.covers.com/betting/bonuses/massachusetts-best-bonuses-promo- }
codes)

U.S. Real Money Online Casinos (https://www.covers.com/casino/usa)
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Best Massachusetts Betting Apps (https://www.covers.com/betting/usa/massachusetts/best-apps) I

EBest Michigan Betting Apps (https://www.covers.com/betting/usa/michigan/best-apps}
Bewing News {foetting=-rews)— How to Bet{fguides); fews (/betting)  Podcasts (/podcasts)  Covers\

B

¢ (https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.covers.com/industry/prize-picks-
reaches-deal-with-massachusetts-regulators-to-alter-dfs-offerings-march-4-2024)

L7 (https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=PrizePicks Reaches Deal with Massachusetts Regulators to Alter
DFS Offerings&url=https://www.covers.com/industry/prize-picks-reaches-deal-with-massachusetts-
regulators-to-alter-dfs-offerings-march-4-2024)

=3 (https://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https://www.covers.com/industry/prize-picks-reaches-deal-with-
massachusetts-regulators-to-alter-dfs-offerings-march-4-2024)

&= (https://news.google.com/publications/CAAGBwgKMMLXIwsw9ICvAw?hl=en-
US&gl=US&ceid=US%3Aen)

Popular Content

Pete Rose Passes Away at Age 83
James Bisson | Sep 30, 2024
(/industry/pete-rose-passes-away-aged-83-september-30-2024)

Oakland Athletics’ Brent Rooker Sends Disgruntled Sports Bettor Signed Jersey
Matt MacKay | Sep 30, 2024
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The Massachusetts Attorney General’s office is preparing to address daily fantasy sports
“ companies operating in the Bay State via cease and desist letters, according to comments made
last week in a state meeting.

I don't intend to put the executives at PrizePicks in jail. We would like to explore civil
nforcement in this area to see if it can be effective,” Massachusetts first assistant AG Pat
oore told the state gaming commission last week.

The daily fantasy sports issue came up while|Moore addressed the Massachusetts Gaming

Commission for an Interdepartmental Service Agreement (ISA) budget for the upcoming fiscal

year.
“We afre prepared to send a cease and desist|letter to the daily fantasy sports operators,” Moore

said. “We think we have enough within the office to staff any litigation that comes out of that for an
interirln period.”

Daily fantasy sports
operator responds

|
L§‘R reached out to the attorney general’s office for further comment on whether the cease and

deSist letters had been sent. The office said it has nothing to add.

AiPriiePicks spokesperson provided a statement to LSR in response to the Massachusetts
comments:

“PrizePicks is registered in Massachusetts as a Fantasy Sports Operator and has been compliant
wjth all fantasy regulations while also paying|taxes in the state since 2022. We have not received a
céase and desist letter from Massachusetts and have operated openly and cooperatively with the

Commission to date.

“If in fact their longstanding position on fantasy sports has now changed, we will hear their
reiaso:ning for doing so and will defend our chsition accordingly. We've seen regulators in other

s‘gates reconsider their change in positions then we have been able to correct misinformation
spread by competitor lobbyists. We hope that is simply the case here.”
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AG: PrizePicks litigation
possible

Moore said the office planned to bring on two additional assistant AGs for civil work. That includes
the the DFS matter that is pending.

“There is a world in which we'’re having to litigate against PrizePicks, for example,” Moore said. “And
thét’s something where two assistant AGs by|themselves are going to have a tough time keeping up
with (éverything) without any additional support within the office.”

Iiegiulator acknowledged fantasy sports scrutiny last year

The state gaming regulator acknowledged in February 2023 acknowledged the scrutiny that DFS
pick’em operators were facing in other jurisdictions.

“Theré’s been a great deal of activity surrounding the boundaries of sports wagering and daily
fantasfy sports, and whether there’s some overlap between the two,” MGC interim executive director
Todd Grossman said at the time. “l wanted ta note we are certainly aware of this issue, and we’re in

the process of reviewing it.”

Operators pulled out in
other states

O{/er the past year, nearly a dozen states have taken action against apps offering products
regulators have determined to fall more in line with sports betting.

That I’iuas led to multiple pick’'em companies agreeing to pull out of major markets like New York and
Florida.

HOOO®
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By Mike Mazzeo N

Mike Mazzeo is a reporter for Legal Sports Report, arriving after covering several of New York’s
professional sports teams in a variety of|roles for the past decade. Previously, he served as a beat writer
and columnist covering the Brooklyn Nets (ESPN) and New York Yankees (New York Daily News). Mike
also covered both the MLB and NBA nationally for Yahoo Sports.In addition, he served as a general
assignment reporter for ESPNNewYork.com.He has also had bylines in the New York Times, New York
Post, Newsday, Forbes and The Ringer.
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Underdog Fantasy facing regulatory challenges in several states
Wednesday, February 28, 2024 1:49 PM

b UNDERDOG
- & FANTASY

Photo: CDC Gaming illustration

Massachusetts Sports Betting Regulation

Mississippi (https://edcgaming.com/news/?  (https://cdcgaming.com/tag/regulation/)
category=sports)

‘ Underdog
North Carolina

(https://cdcgaming.com/tag/underdog/)

Steve Chen — Special to CDC Gaming

Underdog Fantasy has notified its customers in North Carolina that its pick’em product
has been turned off in the state, after earlier in the week shutting down its Mississippi
platform and modifying its Massachusetts platform as more states are viewing some
fantasy sports products as gambling.
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Massachusetts AG sends C&Ds to several
licensed fantasy operators in the state

By Jessicé Welman - February 28, 2024
| ]

Imaige: Shutterstock

Th;ie‘ Mi;assachusetts Attorney General’s office announced on Tuesday that the group has

sent cease and desist orders to ten fantasy operators offering pick’em-style fantasy sports

in ’the sjtate.
|

In the state, it is the Attorney General’s office that oversees fantasy sports. Interested

operators submit a relatively simple application to the office, receive approval and pay 15%

ta>‘< on fantasy proceeds in the state.
!

Despite receiving AG approval in the state, the office has determined that pick’em contests

art;evnot: covered under fantasy sports licenses and are in violation of the law. Here is an

ex:cerp’fc of the letter sent to operators:

“This t?pe of wager is a parlay. The Gaming Labs International Standards for Event
Wejlgeri'ng Systems, GLI-33, which is incorporated by reference into the Massachusetts
Ga;min;g Commission’s regulations for Sports Wagering Equipment, 205 Code Mass. Regs.
243, define a parlay as ‘[a] single wager that links together two or more individual wagers
and is :dependent on all of those wagers winning together.” Such parlays are expressly
incélude'd in the definition of ‘sports wagering’ set forth in G.L. c. 23N, § 3. Because ‘pick’em’
ga:mes;are sports wagering, they are not ‘fantasy contests’ as that term is defined in G.L. c.
12?, § 11M1/2.”

'
1

The following operators received the letter:
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« Boom Fantasy
¢« OwnersBox
+ Parlay Play
¢ Real Time Fantasy Sports
« Sleeper
e Splash Sports
¢ Talid Sports dba Chalkboard Fantasy Sports
+ Two 'Nine Sports dba StatHero
* Vivid Picks

+ Yahoo! Daily Fantasy Sports
Every operator save for Splash Sports is licensed by the AG's office to operate in the state.

Notably, PrizePicks and Underdog Fantasy were not on the list of operators who received
a letter. Underdog confirmed they are no longer offering pick’em in the state.

“In.consultation with the Massachusetts Attorney General’s office, we've moved to our peer-
to-peer pick’em product in Massachusetts,” Underdog Fantasy Senior Vice President of
Government Affairs Stacie Stern told SBC Americas

“PrizePicks has reached an agreement with regulators in Massachusetts to offer our peer-to-
peer Arena game starting March 8. We appreciate the Massachusetts regulators willingness
to work with us to make sure PrizePicks members and fantasy sports fans have no

interruptions in their access to our contests,” a PrizePicks spokesperson said.

“In Massachusetts, we have laws on the books that demand safe and responsible conduct
from gaming operators, and when those laws are igrvored, my office will not hesitate to
enforce them as a matter of public health and consup‘ner protection. I want to thank the

”

MGC for their partnership in prioritizing these matters,” said Massachusetts Attorney

Géneral Andrea Joy Campbell in a statement.

“To ensure a safe, legal and regulated sports wagering market, every operator in
Massachusetts must play by the same rules. The Attorney General is a critical partner in
these efforts as the MGC implements its regulations|and takes action to disrupt and
eradicate illegal sports wagering in the Commonwealth. We thank Attorney General
Campbell for her leadership and partnership,” added Massachusetts Gaming Commission
Chair Cathy Judd-Stein.




